
On the Horizon... 

January 23rd  

The next Strategic Planning meeting will be held at Blueberry Ridge 

Conference Center with randy Rose from Virginia Tourism Corpo-

ration facilitating. 

April 25th and 26th  

ôThe Brewridge Music Festivalõ is scheduled for  and will fea-

ture the music of bluegrass bands from our region and samplings of 

Virginia breweries.  

June 14th and 15th  

ôThe Dirty Dawg Cycling Festivalõ featuring cycling activities on 

Saturday, and the 2nd Annual Dirty Dawg Mountain Bike Race. 

New Elderhostels  

One will focus on the unique geology of Salt Pond and will be led by 

Butler Cave Conservation Society President, Gregg Clemmer from 

Darnestown, Maryland. 

Creative Writing and Oral History Elderhostels are in the works 

and a new cycling Elderhostel featuring Joe Wilsonõs ôCrooked 

Roadõ from Floyd to Galax is also under construction.. 

This past October, a strategic 

planning meeting was held to re-

evaluate the Conservancyõs goals 

and mission. Twenty-five interested 

community members examined 

each facet of the what the Conser-

vancy is and should be.  

First, the mission statement was 

dismantled and re-written. It now 

reads as if almost from the mouth 

of Mary Moody Northen herself. 

During this exercise, a clearer 

picture came into focus. 

It became apparent that a new 

name must be adopted to better describe the Conservancy and 

clarify its fresh identity. The group decided to drop ôWildernessõ 

from the name, since our 2,600 

acres are not officially classified as 

wilderness.  

The group examined the fact that 

with the lower status of our lake, it 

would benefit the hotel, our guests 

and our community to focus more 

energy upon recreational opportu-

nities to be found on the land.  

Among these are increasingly popular active outdoor activities 

ranging from mountain biking, cross-country skiing (last promoted 

here in 1986), and bird-watching, to traditional mainstays such as 

archery, hiking, lawn games, and hayrides.  Due to the fact that a 

majority of these involve utilization of our most abundant natural 

resource, it was clear that the Conservancy should oversee the 

management and development of Mountain Lakeõs recreation.  

Realizing the sheer magnitude of the redefined scope of the Conser-

vancyõs duties, the Board created a ôDirector of Resource Develop-

ment and Recreationõ. 

Joining Emily Woodall, Managing Director in the Conservancy office, 

is Benjamin Brown of Eggleston, Virginia. Ben, grew up on a farm in 

the Shenandoah Valley and served in the US Navy before earning his 

B.A. from Virginia Tech (õ96). His family includes his wife Ann, and 

two young children, Ruth and Henry.  

Ben hopes to help achieve the goals set before the Conservancy to 

attract and retain a more physically active guest base while maintain-

ing the expectations of the folks whoõve enjoyed the resort over the 

previous decades. 

One of Benõs first projects includes using GPS mapping software to 

create new maps of the propertyõs trails that will help guide visitors 

to the sites and challenges they seek. 

Last April, Ben directed the first ôDirty Dawg Mountain Bike Raceõ 

for East Coasters Bike Shops of Blacksburg and has been a frequent 

off-season Mountain Lake ôTrail Patrollerõ for years. 

 

Mary Moody Northenõs Conservancy Adopts a New Name and Focus Projects in the works: 

¶ Day-use parking is being 

created for year-round 

visitors  off of 613 below the 

Stables 

¶ The ATC is planning a trail  

between the Conservancyõs 

trails and the AT  

¶ The long awaited Cascades 

Connector Trail  is moving 

forward with the help of 

Chris McClarney of Giles 

County. 

¶ Our website is being re-

designed by  Alisa Moody 

of Wild Country Studios 

¶ The Frisbee Golf Course 

will be adding  a profession-

ally designed ôBack Nineõ. 

¶ A new Pump Track and 

Mountain Bike Skills Area 

is being planned next to the 

Stables 

¶ Plans for a new roof on the 

old Club House are being 

submitted to the Board 

¶ Montgomery Co. Parks and 

Rec .will be coordinating with 

the Conservancy to lead 

kayaking, caving and climbing 

trips for guests in 2008 

¶ XC Skiing is back when the 

snow falls! 
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